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Introduction 

As our project for we chose to compare 
world views among young people in 
Poland and the Netherlands. Having 
prepared questionnaires, we asked 

people between 16 and 19 years old to 
fill them.  



Questionnaire 

It consist of 22 questions on generic 
topics such as family, economy, religion 

and tolerance. The point of the whole 
ordeal was to show where exactly our 

cultures differ the most - what opinions 
are responsible for differencies in 

attitude and behaviour of the Dutch and 
the Poles. 



We began carrying out our 
project in Poland - at sixth High 

School in Białystok.  

When we’ve had all the 
questionares filled we flew 
to the Netherlands in order 
to complete our research. 



In The Netherlands we were 
working with students from 
Theresia Lyceum situated in 

Tilburg. 



Detailed 
summary 



Family 



How many kids should  
a family have ? 

 According to our 
research, in both Poland 
and the Netherlands a 
perfect family should 

have 2-3 kids, although in 
the Netherlands there's a 

greater minority who 
thinks it should be 4. The 

American 2+1 model 
doesn't seem to be 

working here. 
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Should kids learn independence ? 

 Slightly higher percentage of people in 
Poland think that children should learn 

independence as early as possible by 
themselves rather than having an illusion of 
it - a helping hand on the way, whereas the 
Dutch definitely prefer the second option. 
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As early as possible-
with their parents'

supervison of course.

Kind of controlled
inependence.

No. They have plenty
of time.
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Should kids learn independence ? 



Should parents influence their 
children’s choices for their own 

good ? 

 As for influencing children's possibly 
terrible choices the results are 

strikingly similiar, both nationalities 
accepting such behaviour in situations 

that require interference, however - 
some suggest leaving offsprings to 
make their own mistakes and learn 

from it. 



Should parents influence their children’s 
choices for their own good ? 
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Yes. They're more experienced and
will probably make a better choice.

Only when they feel their offspring is
making a terrible mistake they could

regret for the rest of their life.

No. Children are children, they need
to be for their choices.

Hell no! It's disrespectful of another
person's freedom!
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Should a family have children if 
they can’t afford it ? 

 Once again, similarly in both countries, it is 
accepted to plan family despite not being able 
to provide all necessary resources - as long as 

there's food and clothes. A considerable 
minority states otherwise. 
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Yes. Children are more
important than money.

If they con afford basic
need such asfood and

clothes than yes.

No. Sentencing children
to life in poverty is not

justified.
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Should a family have children if they 
can’t afford it ? 



How much responsibility should 
you take for your family members ? 

Both nationalities opt for helping 
family members in trouble; in the 

Netherlands however, there is a greater 
minority of people that will first need to 
be in stable situation themselves before 

aiding family - as opposed to the 
second most often chosen option: a 

balanced, the-effort-I-can-afford 
approach. 

 



How much responsibility should you take for your 
family members ? 
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Even when it's family, they
shouldn't bother me with their…

Family is family. When in trouble,
they should recive help.

Only when I'm doing fine myself
can I think of helping out the…

Depends on the consequences if
we don't help and troubling for…
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Faith  
and  

religion 



Do you believe God/ a greater 
being exists? 

 Here we observe a significant difference: 

almost nonexistent minority of Polish people 
who admit to believing there is no greater 

being / God is, in fact, a majority in the 
Netherlands, although there is a considerable 

number of the Dutch who believe in God as 
well. A peculiar fact is that a percentage of 

undecided remains the same in both 
countries. 

 



Do you believe God/ a greater 
being exists? 
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I don't want to anwser for a
reason
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Should religion have influance 
over the law? 

Knowing the results to the previous question, it 
shouldn't be surprising that most of the 

Dutch is strongly against religious influence 
over the law. In Poland voices are rather 

balanced - being either against or for some 
influence such as opinion of the Church/ 

similar unit being taken into consideration. 



Should religion have influance 
over the law? 
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No. Goverment and reigion should
be separate.

Some, yes. But rather voicing its
opinion and it being taken into

consideration than actual influence.

Yes. Religion is the face of ethic and
so, it should guard law from going

astray. It also represents views of its
believes.
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Do you think we should separate 
religion from the professional side 

of our lives ? 

 What might be surprising is the Netherlands 

being against separating religion from the 
professional side of our lives. Statistically, 
more Polish like the idea. The number of 

those voting for the healthy balance - more or 
less, don't say unless asked - remains the 

same in both countries. 
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Yes. Religious viewes is where we
differ- so it shouldn't be a subjest.

No. Religion is a part of who we are
and we shouldn't be ashamed to

announce it.

Only to the point it doesn't interfere. If
doing something is against my

beliefes/ faith, I won't. But I don't…
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Do atheists go to Hell ? 

 Asked if atheists go to Hell, more than a half 

of Polish will say no. The option that was 
most often picked in the Netherlands was 

"After death, people go wherever they believe 
they should go". Apparently, that can't be an 
option in religious Poland. You go either to 
Heaven or Hell, regardless of your beliefs. 
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Yes. They throw away faith
consciously, so by all means, they

do.

No. People's actions speak more of
them than their beliefs- and so, it's

not necessary to believe to go to
Heaven.

People after death go wherever
the heck they believe and if they
decide they just disappear, that's

what happens.
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At what age can a person decide 
on their own religion/ faith ?  

 In Poland, there's half a chance you'll be 
allowed to believe what you want at any age, 
and the other half - that you must be at least 

16 to finally be able to decide on your on 
faith. Not so differently in Netherlands, 

however, there's a greater possibility you’ll be 
allowed to decide earlier on. Very few require 
16, 17 or 18 years to be eligible to choose your 
own beliefs. Of course, it might be linked with 
16 being the age of adulthood in Netherlands. 
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Can one believe without a Church 
or something of the sort ? 

 The Dutch don't mind not going to Church/ 

other insitution of the sort and still declaring 
yourself a believer. The Polish, although 

generally of the same opinion, find 
themselves also admitting that the Church is 

essential in the matters of faith. 
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They might, but Church is
essential in the matters of

faith.
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believers without taking part

in rituals.

Other.
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Job / education  



Are you anxious about finding a 
job when you finish studing?  

 Differently than in Poland, few people in 

the Netherlands are anxious about finding 
job in the future. In both countries people 

are quite optimistic even if they are 
anxious about their future occupation. 
What may be found surprising, many 
Dutch don’t dwell on job prospects. 
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Yes, very.

Yes, a little- but I'm optimistic.

I don' t really think about it.

Not really.

No. In the direction I'm
heading, there's panty.

Plain no.
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Are you anxious about finding a job when you 
finish studing ?  



Do you think there are many many 
job opportunities for people fresh 

after graduation in your country ? 

The Polish are absolutely pessimistic when it 
comes to job opportunities - almost one third 
believes there are very few of those for young 

people after graduation, whereas close to 
none believe such thing in the Netherlands. 

However, neither of the countries' young 
believe there ARE many jobs for them out 

there. Save for extremes, opinions are pretty 
balanced - between jobs only in certain areas 
of interest and jobs for people who are good 

at them. 
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Yes.

Only in certain areas of
interest.

If' re good, there are.

No, not that many.

Poland

Netherlands

Do you think there are many many job 
opportunities for people fresh after graduation 

in your country ? 



Do you think having a well- paid 
job is more important than having 

one you’ d accualy like ? 

 Most of the Polish choose healthy balance 

between salary and satisfaction/enjoyment 
the job brings. Netherlands' votes go mostly 

for balance, too, but there's a significant 
number (about one third) that chooses 

satisfaction and enjoyment over nice wages. 
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Other.

Definitely yes.

I vote healthy balance- enough
cash to live okay while still

enough of at least not loathing…

No- job is something you put
majority of your time in and

therefore it should be enjoable.
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Do you think having a well-paid job is more 
important than having one you’ d actually like ? 



Have you ever thought about 
leaving your country for a job?  

 Thoughts about leaving home country for a 

job are pretty common in Poland, but it's the 
Dutch who have nothing against it 

(statistically). It would seem Polish are very 
commited to the place of their birth. 
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Yes, but I'd rather not.

I have nothing against it.

Actually, I' d love to- I see
better opportunities else

where.

No, I don' t wanna leave my
home country.
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Have you ever thought about leaving your 
country for a job?  



What’ s your attitude towards 
retirement?  

 Polish people either look forward to 
retirement or declare they're going to work 

regardless - as long as health allows. In 
Netherlands it's the second option that 

prevails and almost as high a number for 
raising the retirement age - having country's 

economical balance in mind. 
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Other.

As soon as it' s possible, you' d like
to retire. Perhaps earlier- the less

hard work, the better.

You' re only gonna work as long as
needed, but you think yhe

retirement age should be raised-…

You don't care what the retirement
age is- you' ll work as long as the

health allows.
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What’ s your attitude towards retirement?  



What do you think of part- time 
jobs? 

 Part-time jobs while studying are 
considered great opportunity in both 

countries, slightly more so in  

the Netherlands. 
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I think students should
focus on studing only.

Great opportunity to gain
some experience and

money.

I' m indifferent.
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What do you think of part- time jobs? 



Do you think the educational 
system in your country is well-
organised, or would you like to 

change it ?  

 The Polish believe their educational system 
requires major (in most cases) or lesser 
changes, while the Dutch opt mostly for 

leaving theirs as it is or introducing some 
minor changes. Apparently, there is a great 

difference in a way of learning in Netherlands 
and it doesn't work in Poland's favor. 
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No it doesn' t need changing. Maybe it' s
not perfect, but it' s as good as gets.

I think it' s good enough, but some things
should be changed.

I' d suggest major changes.

I think people are different to be tought
only one way.
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Do you think the educational system in your 
country is well-organised, or would you like to 

change it?  



International 
relationships  

and  
tolerance 



Should Muslims be allowed to 
fulfill their traditions when in your 

country - cover their faces etc.? 

 Surprisingly enough, in Poland more people 
declare being tolerant towards Muslim 

customs such as covering their heads and 
faces than in the Netherlands - where looking 

for a compromise is preferred. 
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Definitely yes. It' s their
religion and it' s important to

theme.

No it' s not a costume in your
country and it' s highly

disturbing.

You don't have an opinion, or
would like to find a

compromise.
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Should Muslims be allowed to fulfill their traditions 
when in your country- cover their faces etc.? 



What’ s your attitude towards 
LGBT (Lesbians, Gay, Bisexuals, 

Transgenders)? 

 In Netherlands we can observe a high level of 
LGBT tolerance whereas great part of Polish 
students openly admits to being intolerant. 

However, declarations of tolerance still 
prevail - in both countries. 
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I' m generally tolerant and think those
are people just like everyone else- so I
see no reason they should be denied…

I' m okay with LGBT people, but I
wouldn' t like one to be someone I

have to see often- my teacher, doctor.

I' m not okay with it, but I wouldn' t
tell anything to their face.

I' m highly intolerant.
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What’ s your attitude towards LGBT? 



Are you okay with foreigners 
coming to your country hunting 

for jobs? 

 Ever so slightly, the Dutch are less welcoming 
to foreighners coming to their country for a 
job hunting, although still a majority sees 

nothing wrong in it. 
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Do you have friends outside your 
country? Do you think 

international relations are 
important? 

 More people in Poland seem to have foreign 
friends than in Netherlands, but roughly the 

same number considers international 
relationships important. 
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Yes, and you think those relations are
important.

Yes, but you don' t really think it' s
important, or are indifferent.

No, and it' s because you didn' t really
have a chance. You think it' s

importatnt to get to know people…

No and no. You don' t care.
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Are you okay with foreigners coming to your 
country hunting for jobs? 



The End 


